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Hilltop Yarn West


2224 Queen Anne Ave North


Seattle, WA  98109


(206) 282-1332


Email: update_hilltopyarn@msn.com


Web:  www.hilltopyarn.com


Dear Stitchologist 
Dear Stitchologist,

When I bring home new yarn, needles, and crochet hooks my hands twitch with anticipation.  Will I receive faster relief if I begin my project without working a gauge swatch first? 
Gaugeless in Seattle

Dear Gaugeless,

There is no known cure for a yarn or stitch addiction and no record of any stitcher looking for one.  There are many healthy ways to support your habit.  As you have found, a visit to Hilltop Queen Anne will relieve the tension of a stitchless day and Hilltop classes are full of stitchers that seek weekly or monthly support and inspiration.  Attending regular sessions has brought relief to knitters, crocheters and their families.  

A gauge swatch is an opportunity to test drive your yarn, pattern stitch and knitting needles or crochet hooks.  The fit and sizing of your entire project depends upon an accurate stitch count measured over four inches.  Being a little off in your gauge means you need to do the math and recalculate your stitch amount or have a large circle of friends and family that might fit into your hand knit or crocheted garment.  
You may test your yarn in the store or at home by knitting a 5” by 5” swatch in the pattern stitch listed with the gauge or tension information of your pattern instructions.  
Count the stitches and rows over four inches or have the Hilltop Stitchers check your count with your pattern. If you have ½ stitch less per inch (2 sts less over 4”), it means your stitches are bigger and you need to go down one needle or hook size.  If your stitch count is ½ stitch more per inch (2 sts more over 4”), it means your stitches are smaller and you need to go up one needle or hook size.  As soon as your stitches match the gauge or tension of your pattern, you are ready to begin.  Continue to check your tension as you work to keep your stitches even.  For additional assistance with gauge visit the yarn store or drop into a Project Knitting class. 
Send questions for future Hilltop columns to juleknits@comcast.net 
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